Start your Oklahoma City journey with a summer drive along the legendary Route 66, where roadside icons and cultural gems await just beyond downtown. Arcadia's
eye-catching Round Barn and massive soda bottle sculpture make for perfect photo ops. At the same time, OKC's stretch of the Mother Road winds through the colorful
Asian District, home to global eateries and mid-century landmarks like the Milk Bottle Building. As the day shifts to night, the energy ramps up on Uptown 23rd, where
neon signs and vintage architecture frame a lively mix of theaters, bars, and music halls. Whether you're catching a concert at the restored Tower Theatre or sipping
craft cocktails under glowing marquees, this slice of Route 66 delivers retro charm with a modern twist.

For a deeper dive into the city's Western roots, spend the day exploring Oklahoma City's rich cowboy heritage and vibrant living traditions. The National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum brings frontier stories to life with dramatic sculptures and Native American artifacts. Then it's off to Stockyards City, where rustic storefronts
and the scent of sizzling steak take you back in time. You can catch a live cattle auction on select mornings, browse for authentic boots, and enjoy a hearty dinner at a
steakhouse that's served ranchers and presidents alike. When the sun sets, the Stockyards pulse with live country tunes, whiskey bars, and two-stepping locals in
cowboy boots, offering an evening of music and memories straight out of the Old West.

For something a little more active, head to the Oklahoma River and dive into a day of outdoor excitement. The Boathouse District is a hub of summer action, with
whitewater rafting, sky-high adventure courses, and paddleboarding all in one spot. On warm evenings, you can ride the rapids under stadium lights while live music
and food trucks turn the riverfront into a party. Just a short hop away, Bricktown offers a different kind of thrill with its lively canal-side restaurants, rooftop patios,
and a ballpark that lights up with minor-league baseball and fireworks. For a perfect nightcap, ride the Ferris wheel in the nearby Wheeler District—originally from
Santa Monica Pier—and take in sweeping views of the skyline as the city glows beneath the summer stars.



TULSA, OKLAHOMA

Just a 1.5-hour drive northeast of Oklahoma City, Tulsa delivers a rich mix of
Route 66 nostalgia, Art Deco architecture, and cultural flair. Visitors can explore
the Woody Guthrie Center, stroll through the massive Gathering Place park, or
browse boutique shops and galleries in the Blue Dome and Arts districts. Music
fans will appreciate the city's legacy at Cain's Ballroom, while history buffs can
delve into the Greenwood District's rich roots. For food and nightlife, enjoy craft
brews and comfort food at McNellie's Pub or savor smoked meats at Burn Co.
BBQ. Tulsa's blend of history and hip energy makes it a rewarding escape.

ARCADIA, OKLAHOMA

A quick 30-minute cruise northeast along Route 66 brings you to Arcadia, where
roadside charm and Oklahoma history collide. Please stop at the iconic Round
Barn, built in 1898, and browse its folk art gallery before heading to POPS 66 for
quirky soda flavors and a classic diner meal beneath a towering neon sign
featuring a bottle. If you need a bit of nature, Arcadia Lake offers trails, picnic
spots, and a beach area for swimming. It's a bite-sized getaway packed with
Americana, perfect for a morning or afternoon trip from the city.

CLINTON & WEATHERFORD, OKLAHOMA

About 1.5 hours west on historic Route 66, Clinton and Weatherford offer a
double dose of nostalgia and discovery. Clinton's Route 66 Museum immerses
you in the golden age of travel with retro exhibits and vintage signage. At the
same time, Weatherford's Stafford Air & Space Museum showcases real rocket
engines and astronaut gear. Between the towns, photo ops abound at Lucille's
historic gas station. For a hearty lunch, try Jigg’s Smokehouse in Clinton or grab
a slice of pie and burger at Lucille’s Roadhouse in Weatherford. It’s a perfect
journey for lovers of roadside lore and aviation history.

WICHITA MOUNTAINS WILDLIFE REFUGE, , OKLAHOMA

Located 1.5 hours southwest of Oklahoma City, the Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge is a haven for outdoor lovers and wildlife watchers. With herds of bison,
rocky ridges, and mirror-like lakes, the refuge offers hiking, scenic drives, and
panoramic views from Mount Scott. Just outside the refuge, the quaint town of
Medicine Park welcomes visitors with cobblestone streets, trout-filled streams,
and the refreshing waters of Bath Lake. Grab a longhorn burger at the rustic
Meers Store or enjoy classic Southern fare at the Old Plantation Restaurant. It's
a wild and peaceful retreat with frontier charm.

BEYOND THE CITY

TURNER FALLS & ARBUCKLE MOUNTAINS, OKLAHOMA

Roughly 1.5 hours south of Oklahoma City in the Arbuckle Mountains, Turner
Falls Park is a summer favorite, with its 77-foot waterfall cascading into a natural
pool surrounded by caves and trails. The area is perfect for hiking, wading, or
ziplining over scenic views. A short drive east leads to Sulphur's Chickasaw
National Recreation Area, offering cool springs and cultural insights at the
Chickasaw Cultural Center. Grab barbecue at Smokin' Joe's in Davis or sample
flaky Arbuckle Mountain Fried Pies before heading back. This day trip blends
natural beauty with Native heritage and bold flavors.

LAKE MURRAY STATE PARK, OKLAHOMA

Drive 1.5 hours south to Ardmore and discover Lake Murray, a clear-blue gem
surrounded by pine forests and recreational trails. The lake's sandy beaches
invite swimming and picnicking while boaters and jet skiers take advantage of
the open water. Explore Tucker Tower, a historic stone overlook transformed into
a nature center, offering stunning views and engaging exhibits. After a day by the
water, head into Ardmore for steak and live music at Two Frogs Grill or a relaxing
meal at Café Alley. With its mix of history and outdoor fun, Lake Murray is an
easygoing escape with a vacation feel.

LAKE TEXOMA, OKLAHOMA/TEXAS BORDER

Roughly a 2-hour drive south brings you to Lake Texoma, where Oklahoma
meets Texas on a massive 89,000-acre reservoir. Known for striped bass fishing,
sandy beaches, and marina restaurants, it's ideal for boating, water sports, and
lakeside lounging. You can hike the trails of Eisenhower State Park or picnic at
Lake Texoma State Park before dining at the floating Island Bar & Grill or Alberta
Creek Marina. This borderland retreat blends lake adventure with a breezy,
coastal vibe—without the need for an ocean.

WICHITA, KANSAS

Heading 2 hours and 15 minutes north into Kansas, Wichita offers a big-city
culture with small-town warmth. Wander the cobbled streets of Old Town for
museums, eateries, and art galleries, then explore Western life at Old Cowtown
or view Native exhibits near the Keeper of the Plains sculpture, which lights up
with fire shows at dusk. Walk the riverside trails, enjoy eclectic dining at the Old
Mill Tasty Shop, and wrap up the day with craft beer and live music in the Delano
District. Wichita's mix of heritage, food, and art makes it a culturally rich
destination for a day trip.
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