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HOUSTON, TEXAS > LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 148 mi/238 km VISIT THE

LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA » GALVESTON, TEXAS 190 mi/305 km
GALVESTON, TEXAS » HOUSTON, TEXAS 50 mi/80 km



VISIT THE

Day 1: Houston, Texas > Lake Charles, Louisiana

Start your morning early, driving eastward from Houston on 1-10 toward Lake Charles, Louisiana. To set an adventurous tone for your journey, stop near
Orange, Texas, and take an exhilarating airboat tour. Glide swiftly over marshes and bayous in the scenic Blue Elbow Swamp, with skilled guides pointing
out wildlife such as alligators, turtles, and herons soaring overhead. This unforgettable swamp experience immerses you directly in the beauty of
Southeast Texas's bayous.

Arriving in Lake Charles around lunchtime, immerse yourself in authentic Louisiana culture and cuisine by dining at the casual local Steamboat Bill's on
the lake. Sample Cajun classics like shrimp gumbo, fried seafood platters, or crawfish in a relaxed, rustic atmosphere embodying Cajun hospitality.
Afterward, stretch your legs at the nearby Sam Houston Jones State Park. Walk peaceful, shaded trails under towering pine and oak trees, enjoying views
along picturesque waterways while spotting wildlife, including deer, egrets, and songbirds in their natural habitat.

In the evening, experience Lake Charles' casual local vibe by dining at Darrell's, a beloved establishment known for its generously stuffed po'boys (try
the famous roast beef or seafood variations). Alternatively, Seafood Palace offers a welcoming, no-frills atmosphere perfect for enjoying crawfish boils,
fried catfish, or gumbo. After dinner, stroll along Lake Charles' inviting waterfront promenade to enjoy the lake breezes and picturesque views.

Overnight Accommodations: Lake Charles, Louisiana



VISIT THE

Day 2: Lake Charles, Louisiana
> Galveston, Texas

Depart Lake Charles early for a breathtaking coastal drive
along the Creole Nature Trail, and follow Louisiana Highway
27 south toward the Gulf Coast. Stop at Sabine National
Wildlife Refuge to walk the easy Wetland Walkway boardwalk
loop, offering up-close encounters with wildlife such as
alligators, wading birds, and vibrant marsh vegetation.
Continue driving to Holly Beach, affectionately nicknamed
the "Cajun Riviera," where you can enjoy a peaceful stroll on
quiet sandy shores, collecting seashells and admiring views
of the open Gulf waters and local wildlife, including pelicans
and sandpipers.

Next, board the short, scenic Cameron Ferry across the
Calcasieu Ship Channel, savoring coastal views and spotting
dolphins and seabirds along this charming passage. Once in
Texas, briefly explore Sea Rim State Park, strolling quiet
beaches or exploring marshland boardwalks teeming with
wildlife like spoonbills, herons, and even alligators. For lunch,
visit Larry's French Market near Port Arthur for casual Cajun
dining accompanied by local Zydeco music. The restaurant
offers a lively, authentic Gulf Coast atmosphere with seafood
gumbo, crawfish étouffée, and hearty po'boys.

Continue your coastal journey westward toward the Bolivar
Peninsula, stopping at High Island’s famed bird sanctuaries,
home to migratory birds and vibrant rookeries, ideal for
birdwatching or nature photography. As you arrive at Bolivar
Peninsula’s beaches, enjoy relaxed moments at Crystal Beach
or browse casual beachside shops. Finally, experience the
free Galveston-Port Bolivar Ferry, a relaxing ride across
Galveston Bay where dolphins frequently play near the ferry.
Upon arriving in Galveston, settle into your accommodation,
then savor dinner at local favorites like The Spot (famous for
seafood and burgers with ocean views) or Shrimp ‘N Stuff for
casual seafood dining. End your day strolling Galveston’s
lively Seawall, breathing in the sea breeze, and enjoying the
relaxing coastal atmosphere.

Overnight Accommodation: Galveston, Texas



Day 3: Galveston, Texas

Begin your day with breakfast at a local eatery such as
Miller’s Seawall Grill, where dishes like seafood omelets or
pecan waffles are paired with delightful ocean views. After
breakfast, embark on your morning adventure by joining a
guided kayak. Paddle gently through Galveston’s marshes
and bayous, surrounded by serene beauty and wildlife,
including herons, egrets, jumping mullets, and
occasionally, curious dolphins surfacing nearby.
Alternatively, fishing enthusiasts might prefer a guided
bay fishing trip in West Bay, where they can catch redfish
and speckled trout.

For lunch, savor casual local seafood at BLVD Seafood,
known for its fresh Gulf shrimp tacos and crab cakes.
Afterward, unwind with an afternoon beach experience.
For quieter surroundings, consider Galveston Island State
Park’s pristine beaches, which are excellent for swimming,
sunbathing, shell-hunting, and birdwatching.
Alternatively, Stewart Beach offers more amenities and a
vibrant atmosphere for family fun, while East Beach is
perfect for beachcombing and birdwatching on the
adjoining lagoons. Consider joining a dolphin-watching
cruise from Pier 21 Harbor, offering enjoyable and
educational encounters with Galveston’s playful dolphins.

Enjoy a casual seafood dinner at Jimmy's on the pierin
the evening, offering fresh seafood dishes, local charm,
and sunset ocean views. Afterward, grab dessert at La
King's Confectionery and savor handmade ice cream or
candies on Galveston's historic Strand. Finish your day at
Float Pool & Patio Bar with a laid-back local nightlife
ambiance.

Overnight Accommodation: Galveston, Texas



Day 4: Galveston, Texas > Houston, Texas

Begin your final morning in Galveston with a leisurely breakfast at a charming local spot like Sunflower Bakery & Café in the city's historic East End. Don't

miss their famous bread pudding French toast.

After breakfast, spend your remaining hours exploring Galveston’s charming downtown. Wander the historic Strand district, admiring Victorian-era
architecture, browsing boutique shops, and perhaps picking up souvenirs or local crafts. Alternatively, explore Pier 21, home to attractions like the Texas
Seaport Museum and the tall ship Elissa.

As midday approaches, enjoy a casual lunch before departing for Houston. Gypsy Joynt provides an eclectic, laid-back vibe with creative burgers, wraps,
and vibrant local décor. After lunch, begin the comfortable one-hour drive north to Houston.

Overnight accommodation: Houston, Texas

For more trip inspiration and travel ideas throughout the USA, go to: https://traveltrade.visittheusa.com/





