FLORIDA

Picture yourself strolling down the Tampa Riverwalk, a beautiful waterfront path that winds through the heart of downtown. You pass joggers, families on bikes, and
couples admiring colorful public art installations along the way. The Hillsborough River sparkles beside you as a pirate-themed water taxi glides by, ferrying happy
passengers to their next stop. Hop on one of these taxis if you want a breezy ride; it’s a fun way to sightsee from the water and barhop between waterfront stops. Don’t
miss Armature Works at the Riverwalk’s north end, a former trolley warehouse turned trendy food hall where you can grab gourmet bites and craft cocktails, then relax
on the lawn and watch the sunset over the water.

To taste Tampa'’s history and Latin flair, spend an afternoon in Ybor City’s historic Cuban quarter. Cuban cigar makers built this neighborhood over a century ago, and
its old-world charm still thrives in the red-brick buildings and wrought-iron balconies lining 7th Avenue. By day, the aroma of fresh-roasted coffee and hand-rolled
cigars fills the air as you sip a sweet café con leche from a local café. Don’t be surprised if you see Ybor’s famous free-roaming chickens strutting across the street -
these quirky residents wander as if they own the place, to the delight of onlookers. As evening falls, Ybor City shifts into party mode, salsa beats and jazz tunes pour
out of lively bars and clubs, and the sidewalks come alive with people heading to dinner at authentic Cuban and Spanish restaurants or dancing under neon lights. It
blends cultural heritage and nightlife energy, like stepping back in time with a modern, electric twist.



On game nights in downtown Tampa, fans pour into Amalie Arena to cheer on the Tampa Bay Lightning, an electric experience even if you’re not a huge hockey fan.
After the final buzzer, the celebration often spills out to nearby Sparkman Wharf, an open-air food hall and park on the waterfront. At Sparkman, you can grab dinner
from various trendy food stalls, think gourmet tacos, BBQ, and craft beer, and kick back on the lawn listening to live music as ships drift by in the harbor. If you’re still
up for more, head to SoHo (South Howard Avenue) in Hyde Park, where Tampa’s nightlife is in full swing. This strip is lined with popular bars and late-night hangouts,
from stylish cocktail lounges to friendly neighborhood pubs, making it the perfect place to cap off the night with new friends and a final toast to the city.

CLEARWATER BEACH, FLORIDA

Clearwater Beach is known for its sugar-white sand and gentle Gulf waters, often
ranked among the top beaches in the United States. At Pier 60, a nightly sunset
festival with street performers and local vendors creates a fun atmosphere as the
sun dips below the horizon. If you want a break from the rays, the nearby Clearwater
Marine Aquarium lets you meet rescued sea turtles and dolphins up close. Outdoor
enthusiasts can try jet skiing and parasailing or hop on a dolphin-watching boat tour
to explore the sparkling coastline from the water. When hunger strikes, head to a
local favorite, like Frenchy’s Rockaway Grill to savor a fresh grouper sandwich and a
tropical drink with an unbeatable view of the beach.

TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA

Experience the historic charm of Tarpon Springs, a quaint sponge-diving town
steeped in Greek culture. Explore the bustling Sponge Docks, browse local shops,
and enjoy authentic Greek dishes such as spanakopita and souvlaki at Hellas Bakery
& Restaurant or Mykonos. Beyond the docks, the Anclote River and nearby springs
offer opportunities for kayaking and wildlife viewing, including seasonal manatee
sightings in the cooler months. Boat tours often provide close-up views of these
gentle creatures gliding through the water, adding a magical wildlife moment to
your cultural visit.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

St. Petersburg, often called St. Pete, blends art, culture, and coastal charm into one
vibrant bayside city. You might start your day at the waterfront Salvador Dali
Museum, which showcases an incredible collection of the famous surrealist’s works,
or browse a local gallery featuring Chihuly’s dazzling glass art. The downtown
streets are decorated with colorful murals and lined with inviting green spaces; don’t
miss a walk along the new St. Pete Pier for panoramic views of the bay and a glimpse
of its modern art installations. For a touch of nature, the historic Sunken Gardens
offers a tranquil oasis filled with exotic plants and even flamingos, right in the
middle of the city. When hunger strikes, head to lively Beach Drive or Central Avenue
to find trendy eateries and bars, you can enjoy fresh Gulf seafood on an outdoor
patio or sample craft brews at a local favorite like Green Bench Brewing.

BEYOND THE CITY

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

For a mix of culture and beach bliss, plan a day in Sarasota, where you can
experience the grandeur of the Ringling Museum in the morning and relax on Siesta
Key’s powdery sands in the afternoon. Start at The Ringling, the former estate of
circus tycoon John Ringling, which now features an impressive art museum, a
whimsical Circus Museum, lush gardens, and the opulent Ca’ d’Zan mansion
overlooking Sarasota Bay. After soaking up the art and history, head to Siesta Key, an
island renowned for its beach of cool, white quartz sand and gentle turquoise waters.
Spend the afternoon swimming or sunbathing on Siesta Beach, often rated among
the best in the U.S., or try paddleboarding in the calm Gulf waters. As evening
approaches, make your way to Siesta Key Village to grab a casual seafood dinner and
then toast the sunset with a tropical daiquiri.

WEEKI WACHEE SPRINGS, FLORIDA

Weeki Wachee Springs is a throwback to Florida’s classic roadside attractions,
renowned for its live “mermaid” shows, a unique underwater spectacle that has been
captivating visitors since the late 1940s. At Weeki Wachee Springs State Park,
performers dressed as mermaids swim in the clear spring waters and put on an
underwater ballet show in a submerged theater, complete with graceful acrobatics
and synchronized moves. The park also features Buccaneer Bay, a spring-fed water
park where you can splash down slides or float along a lazy river under the Florida
sun. Nature lovers can launch a kayak or paddleboard on the Weeki Wachee River
beyond the park to glide through lush, wildlife-rich waters; it’s common to spot
turtles, fish, and even the occasional manatee along the way. After a day of fun,
unwind with a riverside restaurant where you can enjoy fresh seafood and a cold
drink while overlooking the gentle river.

CRYSTAL RIVER, FLORIDA

Crystal River is a paradise for wildlife enthusiasts and an ideal spot to experience
Florida’s famous manatees up close. This region is home to dozens of freshwater
springs, including the famous Three Sisters Springs, where hundreds of manatee’s
shelter in warm, crystal-clear water during the winter months. You can join a guided
tour to snorkel beside these gentle giants in their natural habitat or opt for a kayak
excursion if you’d rather observe from above the surface. Aside from the manatees,
you might also explore the Crystal River Archaeological State Park, home to ancient
Native American mounds, or simply enjoy the small-town charm of the downtown
area with its quaint shops. When hunger calls, head to one of the waterfront
restaurants to feast on fresh Gulf seafood, perhaps a grouper sandwich or some
stone-crab claws, while watching pelicans glide over the bay.
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