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Orlando is famous for its epic theme parks, yet beyond the glow of familiar castles and rollercoasters, a realm of quirky thrills is waiting to be discovered. Venture to
Gatorland, a classic Floridian attraction, where daring visitors can soar across pools of snapping alligators on an adrenaline-filled zipline or witness a thrilling
gator-wrestling show reminiscent of old-school Florida charm. Disney’s Animal Kingdom invites adventurous souls behind the scenes on special safaris, getting visitors
astonishingly close to giraffes and other majestic creatures. Or consider exploring Epcot after dark, tasting international culinary delights while vibrant fireworks
reflect spectacularly over the lagoon. From iconic favorites to hidden gems, Orlando's theme parks offer perfectly balanced experiences between family fun and
nostalgic charm for grown-ups.

Step outside the theme park boundaries, Orlando reveals a vibrant tapestry of live music, sports excitement, and historical intrigue. Around Lake Eola Park downtown,
weekend evenings burst into life as locals gather for lively music festivals and street fairs, savoring creative bites from eclectic food trucks as jazz melodies fill the air.
Sports enthusiasts unite at venues like the Amway Center, where Orlando Magic basketball games ignite fan passion, or Exploria Stadium, home to Orlando City soccer
matches buzzing with chants and camaraderie. History buffs can stroll into the beautifully preserved Orange County Regional History Center in an elegant 1920s
courthouse to trace Central Florida's fascinating journey from its rustic roots to its vibrant present. This eclectic mix of modern culture, sports spirit, and historical
charm makes downtown Orlando a captivating destination that speaks to both visitors and locals alike.



Nature lovers and culinary explorers find delightful surprises in Orlando's quieter corners. Begin a tranquil morning with an exhilarating airboat ride skimming across
Florida's lush, wild wetlands, spotting wildlife like graceful herons and lurking gators amidst the serene landscape. If tranquility beckons, kayak through the
crystal-clear waters of Wekiwa Springs or stroll along boardwalk trails within lush botanical gardens alive with fluttering butterflies and basking turtles. After an active
day outdoors, Orlando's diverse dining and nightlife scene warmly welcomes visitors, perhaps a lively evening at Café Tu Tu Tango, a tapas spot where local artists
create masterpieces live amidst diners, or attending a whimsical dinner theater performance featuring medieval jousts or comedic antics. For adults seeking an
intimate escape, hidden speakeasies or trendy craft breweries scattered across downtown offer the perfect nightcap, crafting unforgettable evenings infused with local

flavor and spirited charm.

CRYSTAL RIVER, FLORIDA

If you’re craving a nature escape, Crystal River is where Old Florida charm
meets wild adventure, and only ninety minutes from Orlando. The big highlight
here is getting up close with manatees - this quiet Gulf Coast town is one of the
few places where you can kayak or snorkel alongside gentle manatees in clear
spring-fed waters. It’s a thrill for all ages to glide over Three Sisters Springs,
spotting those “sea cows” drifting under your kayak. Apart from manatees, the
area’s all about the outdoors: think airboat rides, fishing, or hiking through
unspoiled wetlands. When hunger hits, swing by Cracker’s Bar & Grill, a casual
waterfront joint where you can dine on fresh grouper sandwiches and fried
shrimp with a view of the marina. It’s the kind of laid-back, come-as-you-are
seafood spot where kids can marvel at pelicans hanging around the docks and
grown-ups can relax with a cold drink.

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

For a mix of history and seaside fun, you can’t beat a day trip two hours north of
St. Augustine, the nation’s oldest city. Walking through St. Augustine feels like
stepping into a living museum that happens to have a beachy attitude. Stroll
down the cobblestone lanes of the historic district, where Spanish colonial
buildings now house quirky shops, ice cream parlors, and taverns. Kids and
adults alike will be fascinated by the Castillo de San Marcos, a 17th-century
stone fortress on the waterfront - the views of Matanzas Bay from atop the old
fort walls are worth the visit alone. There’s also an old-timey charm in
attractions like the Pirate & Treasure Museum or just watching the horse-drawn
carriages clip-clop by.

COCOA BEACH, FLORIDA

When locals talk about a classic “beach day,” Cocoa Beach is often the first
place that comes to mind. Just an hour’s drive east, this surf town is all about
sun, sand, and riding the waves. The beach is wide and welcoming - ideal for
everything from building sandcastles and playing frisbee with the kids to taking
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a surf lesson (Cocoa Beach’s rolling waves are perfect for beginners). Stroll along
the iconic Cocoa Beach Pier, where you’ll see fishermen casting lines and hear
live music from the tiki bar at the end. You might even glimpse a rocket launch
in the distance if your timing is right, since NASA’s Kennedy Space Center is just
up the coast. For lunch, grab a bite at one of the popular oceanfront hangouts to
dine in your flip-flops. Enjoy a casual meal of fish tacos or a juicy burger while
gazing at the Atlantic. After a lazy afternoon of swimming and maybe checking
out the famous Ron Jon Surf Shop (a must-stop for any surfer at heart), return to
the pier for sunset. Sip a cocktail with waves literally crashing beneath your feet
and the sky turning shades of orange and pink, you’ll understand why Cocoa
Beach is an enduring favorite for locals and visitors alike.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

St. Petersburg (or “St. Pete” as locals call it) makes for a short two-and-a-half
drive from Orlando, a day trip that’s equal parts artsy city exploration and
seaside chill. Once known as a retiree town, St. Pete has reinvented itself with a
hip, youthful energy while keeping its retro-Florida charm. Take time wandering
the walkable downtown: you can check out the murals that splash color on
countless buildings, pop into local galleries and boutiques, or visit the famous
Dali Museum to be amazed by Salvador Dali’s surreal masterpieces (the building
itself, with its giant glass bubble design, is a conversation piece). Don’t miss
strolling along the new St. Pete Pier, it’s like a park that stretches into the bay,
with sculptures, a splash pad for kids, and a pavilion where you might catch live
music or an impromptu market. The pier’s breeze and views of sailboats and the
skyline make it a great spot to kick back. For a more sedate pace, you might
relax in the shade at Vinoy Park or drive fifteen minutes over to St. Pete Beach
for a quick beach stroll on powdery sand. As evening comes on, downtown St.
Pete really shines. You’ll find street music, trendy restaurants, and a warm,
welcoming vibe. This city has a thriving craft beer scene and plenty of bars.
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For more trip inspiration and travel ideas throughout the USA, go to: https://traveltrade.visittheusa.com/



