
MESA
Mesa, Arizona, comes alive at dawn, o�ering summer travelers the perfect chance to experience the desert's natural beauty before midday heat sets in. Begin your 
morning adventure with an invigorating hike along Usery Mountain’s scenic Wind Cave Trail, which winds gently upward to reveal sweeping vistas dotted with vibrant 
wildflowers and iconic saguaro cacti. For a distinctive outdoor experience, participate in Mesa's quirky and charming goat yoga sessions, where friendly goats roam 
freely among participants, providing laughter and memorable photo opportunities. If relaxation is on the agenda, float leisurely down the serene Salt River on an inner 
tube, immersing yourself in the breathtaking desert landscape and possibly catching glimpses of wild horses cooling o� near the banks.

During the hotter midday hours, Mesa’s intriguing cultural and historical attractions o�er incredible retreats filled with discovery. Explore the Arizona Museum of 
Natural History, a captivating space where visitors can wander among imposing dinosaur fossils, interactive exhibits, and ancient artifacts highlighting the rich history 
of Arizona’s earliest inhabitants. Nearby, the Mesa Arts Center o�ers an engaging cultural respite with its diverse collection of contemporary galleries, live 
performances, and public art installations scattered throughout downtown, adding vibrancy to city streets. Aviation enthusiasts will appreciate Falcon Field's 
Commemorative Air Force Museum, which features meticulously restored World War II-era planes and fascinating exhibits celebrating Arizona's wartime aviation 
legacy.

ARIZONA



As evening sets in and the desert heat eases, Mesa’s dining and nightlife scene beckons with a blend of Southwestern hospitality and global flavors. Sample 
mouthwatering Southwestern specialties, including sizzling fajitas and smoked barbecue dishes, or opt for international cuisine at cozy local eateries serving 
everything from spicy Thai noodles to savory Mediterranean bites. Unique dining experiences are plentiful, notably at Organ Stop Pizza, a Mesa landmark where 
delicious pizza comes accompanied by live performances on the world’s largest Wurlitzer pipe organ. A�erward, explore downtown’s burgeoning cra� brewery scene 
or relax with cocktails infused with local ingredients—like prickly pear or desert honey—at charming patios under the stars, making each evening in Mesa as delightful 
and inviting as the day's adventures.

SEDONA, ARIZONA
Two hours north of Mesa, Sedona captivates visitors with its iconic red-rock 
landscapes, breathtaking vistas, and tranquil ambiance, making it one of 
Arizona’s premier destinations. As you approach via the scenic Red Rock Byway, 
dramatic formations like Bell Rock and Cathedral Rock dominate the horizon, 
welcoming you into a world of vivid natural beauty. Outdoor enthusiasts will 
find Sedona a paradise. Trails range from the easy-going Bell Rock Pathway to 
more adventurous hikes like Cathedral Rock or Devil’s Bridge, where 
spectacular photo opportunities await at every turn. For those interested in 
Native American history, the Palatki and Honanki Heritage Sites showcase 
ancient cli� dwellings and rock art from the Sinagua culture, providing an 
insightful glimpse into the area's rich past. A�er a day of exploration, Sedona’s 
culinary scene is equally enticing, from upscale Latin-inspired dishes to 
Southwestern specialties and casual bites. Later, unwind with local cra� beers 
at a local cra� brewery.

FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA
Just two and a half hours away, Flagsta� o�ers a refreshing mountain escape 
from Mesa’s desert heat, surrounded by the expansive Coconino National Forest 
framed by the imposing San Francisco Peaks. Visitors can explore historic 
downtown Flagsta�, known for its vintage charm and connection to historic 
Route 66. It is lined with classic diners, boutiques, and neon signs recalling the 
golden age of American travel. The iconic Lowell Observatory, famous for 
discovering Pluto, provides fascinating stargazing opportunities beneath 
Flagsta�’s pristine dark skies. Nature lovers have ample opportunities for 
outdoor adventure. Walnut Canyon National Monument reveals cli� dwellings 
tucked within limestone walls, o�ering an intriguing look into Sinagua culture. 
For breathtaking mountain views, ride the Arizona Snowbowl chairli� or hike 
along Humphreys Peak Trail, the highest summit in Arizona, o�ering vistas 
reaching the Grand Canyon on clear days.
 
MONTEZUMA CASTLE NATIONAL MONUMENT, ARIZONA
Montezuma Castle National Monument showcases one of America’s most 
impressive ancient cli� dwellings, perched high within a limestone alcove 
overlooking the fertile Verde Valley just ninety minutes from Mesa. Built by the 
Sinagua people roughly eight hundred years ago, the “castle” comprises five 

stories and about twenty rooms, ingeniously designed into the cli�side. A short 
drive from the castle leads you to Montezuma Well, a unique limestone sinkhole 
filled by a perennial spring, creating a lush desert oasis. Dining in the nearby 
Camp Verde area o�ers a chance to savor local hospitality and enjoy casual 
dining and cra� beers.

TUCSON, ARIZONA
Tucson, known as Arizona’s “Old Pueblo,” is just two hours from Mesa, and 
blends Sonoran Desert beauty with vibrant cultural heritage. Visit Saguaro 
National Park to experience forests of towering saguaro cacti, emblematic of the 
American Southwest. Nearby, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum uniquely 
combines zoo, botanical garden, and natural history displays, showcasing desert 
wildlife and ecosystems through immersive, interactive exhibits. History and 
architecture enthusiasts will find beauty at Mission San Xavier del Bac, the 
stunning 18th-century Spanish mission known as the “White Dove of the Desert.”  
Downtown Tucson’s Presidio District provides additional historical insights, 
where restored adobe buildings, museums, and galleries capture the city’s 
frontier origins. Tucson’s culinary landscape is globally celebrated, highlighted 
by rich Mexican and Southwestern flavors.

ROUTE 66: SELIGMAN AND WILLIAMS, ARIZONA
Just two and a half hours northwest of Mesa are the towns of Seligman and 
Williams, o�ering nostalgic journeys along the historic Route 66, embodying the 
iconic spirit of mid-20th-century American road trips. Seligman, regarded as the 
birthplace of Route 66’s preservation movement, charms visitors with quirky 
roadside attractions, classic cars, and humorous eateries like Delgadillo’s Snow 
Cap Drive-In. Here, vintage Americana thrives, with opportunities to explore 
eclectic gi� shops, old gas stations, and colorful murals.
Williams, known as the "Gateway to the Grand Canyon," similarly celebrates its 
Route 66 heritage, with neon-lit streets, historic buildings, and vintage diners 
bustling with tourists and locals alike. Experience the Wild West atmosphere 
through staged cowboy shows or visit Bearizona Wildlife Park for encounters 
with native animals in naturalistic settings, blending nature and nostalgia 
seamlessly. Dining in these towns emphasizes classic American fare and 
charming eateries, from hearty home-cooked meals and delicious pies to BBQ 
and live music in a converted 1930s gas station. 

BEYOND THE CITY
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