GEORGIA

Macon, Georgia, is a place where the line between real life and the silver screen often blurs, especially downtown, where the historic blocks are so cinematic that
strolling down Cherry Street can give you déja vu—you’ve seen that charming brick facade or art-deco marquee on screen before. And you likely have: Macon’s blend of
grand architecture and down-home Southern charm has made it a go-to stand-in for other eras and locales in film and television. One moment, the city doubles as
1940s Brooklyn in a Jackie Robinson biopic: the next, it’s a backdrop for a high-octane car chase in a blockbuster action flick. Visitors can walk those same sidewalks
and imagine the cameras rolling, whether passing the stately columns of Terminal Station (which recently starred in a Marvel spy thriller) or the historic Douglass
Theatre that provided the perfect backdrop for a Jazz Age period drama. After a day of playing location scout around town, you can settle into a downtown cafe or craft
brewpub buzzing with locals, feeling like a character in Macon’s ongoing story as the sun sets on this quietly star-struck city.

Long before Hollywood came calling, Macon had plenty of stories to tell, thanks to deep historical roots visible all over town. The city’s past lives in the magnificent
antebellum homes and time-honored museums that dot its leafy streets, each brimming with tales of a bygone era. Step into the Hay House, an 1850s Italianate
mansion so lavish it’s nicknamed the “Palace of the South,” you’ll wander through frescoed parlors and climb hidden staircases as if visiting another century. Just a
few blocks away stands the Cannonball House, a Greek Revival home with the cannonball that struck it during an 1864 battle still lodged in the wall—an enduring
reminder of the Civil War drama that once engulfed Macon. These sites make history feel thrillingly present; by nightfall, you might even find a costumed guide on the
Cannonball House porch spinning Civil War yarns by lantern light, while across town another historic hall hosts a modern gathering (or even a film shoot) that proves
in Macon, past and present are always intertwined.



Macon’s spirited sports culture is another source of local pride; visitors quickly catch the excitement. By day, the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame downtown celebrates the
state’s athletic legends with an interactive museum experience—you can shoot hoops on a virtual court, race in a NASCAR simulator, and stand in awe of Olympic
torches, championship trophies, and jerseys worn by heroes. Come evening, the energy spills into downtown’s nightlife, where the city comes alive with music, flavor,
and friendly faces; perhaps you’ll cap off your day with a craft cocktail at a stylish rooftop bar, slip into a legendary lounge to hear a blues band jamming where
Southern rock icons once played, and finally end up at a retro arcade bar challenging a new friend to a game of vintage pinball. In Macon, every night feels like a
celebration of this city’s rich tapestry—history, culture, sports, and warm hospitality woven together as effortlessly as a well-mixed drink.

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

Located two and a half miles from Macon, Savannah invites visitors to explore
its enchanting Historic District, characterized by cobblestone streets,
antebellum architecture, and picturesque squares adorned with ancient oak
trees draped in Spanish moss. Forsyth Park serves as a central hub for outdoor
activities, featuring expansive green spaces and the iconic Forsyth Fountain.
Nearby, Tybee Island offers sandy beaches and a variety of water sports,
providing a coastal retreat just minutes from downtown.Savannah's cultural
scene is vibrant and diverse, with institutions like the Telfair Museums and the
SCAD Museum of Art showcasing both classical and contemporary works. The
city's cinematic allure is evident in landmarks such as Chippewa Square,
famously featured in Forrest Gump, and the Mercer-Williams House, central to
Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. Culinary experiences in Savannah
blend traditional Southern flavors with modern innovation. The Grey
transforms a historic Greyhound bus terminal into a contemporary dining venue
led by award-winning chefs.

AUGUSTA, GEORGIA

Augusta offers a tranquil yet enriching experience, seamlessly blending
historical significance with laid-back Southern hospitality. Known globally for
hosting the prestigious Masters Tournament, Augusta proudly celebrates its
golfing heritage at the Augusta National Golf Club and the Augusta Museum of
History, which includes captivating exhibits dedicated to golf legends and the
sport's impact on the city. Stroll along Broad Street, home to historic sites like
the boyhood residence of President Woodrow Wilson and the striking Sacred
Heart Cultural Center. Culture thrives in Augusta through venues such as the
Morris Museum of Art, which celebrates Southern artists, and the Augusta
Museum of History, also home to fascinating exhibits, including a tribute to
hometown icon James Brown. Film buffs can explore spots featured in Clint
Eastwood’s The Mule, adding a touch of Hollywood to Augusta’s charming
streets. Augusta's culinary landscape offers comfort and sophistication, from
upscale, farm-to-table dining to authentic pit-smoked BBQ dishes.

BEYOND THE CITY

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Situated approximately one hour northwest of Macon, Atlanta is Georgia's
bustling capital, presenting a dynamic mix of historical landmarks and modern
attractions. The Sweet Auburn district is home to the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site and the National Center for Civil and Human Rights,
offering profound insights into the nation's civil rights movement. The Atlanta
History Center provides a comprehensive look at the region's past, featuring
exhibits ranging from Civil War artifacts to the opulent Swan House, recognized
from its appearance in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire. Atlanta's culinary
scene is as diverse as its population, featuring everything from historic soul food
to avant-garde dining experiences. Food halls such as Krog Street Market and
Ponce City Market offer a variety of cuisines in a communal setting, reflecting
the city's eclectic tastes. Evening entertainment options abound, with venues
like the Fox Theatre hosting Broadway shows and concerts. At the same time,
numerous rooftop bars and speakeasies provide stylish settings to unwind and
enjoy panoramic city views.
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