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Louisville, Kentucky, offers visitors an authentic blend of Southern charm and lively city life, anchored by its iconic tradition of horse racing at Churchill Downs. The
famed racetrack, best known for hosting the exhilarating Kentucky Derby, comes alive each spring with energy and elegance, as thousands gather dressed in their
finest attire and distinctive hats, sipping mint juleps and cheering passionately from beneath the famous twin spires. Even on non-race days, visitors can feel the

excitement as they explore the Kentucky Derby Museum, where interactive exhibits and historic memorabilia vividly capture the thrills, glamour, and rich traditions of
thoroughbred racing that have defined the city for over a century.

Louisville’s vibrant bourbon heritage is another essential experience, deeply rooted in Kentucky's history and culture. Known affectionately as Bourbon City,
Louisville’s Whiskey Row invites travelers to tour legendary distilleries like Old Forester and Angel’s Envy, offering behind-the-scenes glimpses into bourbon-making.
Visitors will savor the distinct aromas of fermenting mash and the rich scents of charred oak barrels, learning firsthand about the careful aging process and meticulous
craftsmanship that create each unique batch. Afterward, embarking on Louisville’s Urban Bourbon Trail is a must; this popular self-guided bar crawl features renowned
establishments boasting extensive bourbon collections, creative cocktails, and a warm, welcoming atmosphere that captures the city’s genuine affection for its
signature spirit.




Beyond bourbon and horse racing, Louisville’s dynamic culinary and entertainment scenes make it a captivating destination. Food enthusiasts will delight in tasting
the city’s classic dish, the Hot Brown, a decadent open-faced sandwich created at the historic Brown Hotel, layered generously with roasted turkey, crispy bacon, and
creamy cheese sauce—a local favorite since the 1920s. Sports enthusiasts can explore the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory downtown, easily identifiable by its
enormous baseball bat landmark, where guests witness the craftsmanship behind legendary baseball bats used by sports icons. As night falls, the city buzzes with
vibrant nightlife, from the bustling Fourth Street Live! Entertainment district with live music and lively clubs, to the eclectic Bardstown Road area, filled with inviting
pubs, cozy cocktail bars, and relaxed breweries that capture Louisville hospitality's spirited yet laid-back essence.

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

A ninety-minute drive is Lexington, known as the “Horse Capital of the World,”
offers an ideal blend of equine culture and Kentucky bourbon tradition. Begin
your day at Keeneland Racecourse, a beautiful historic track offering racing
excitement each spring and fall and daily morning workouts you can observe
year-round. The Kentucky Horse Park, perfect for families, features live horse
demonstrations, a museum, and tours where visitors of all ages can engage with
Kentucky’s rich equestrian heritage. History enthusiasts will enjoy the Mary
Todd Lincoln House and Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate, offering insight into the
region’s prominent historical figures. Lexington’s bourbon culture thrives with
notable distilleries such as Town Branch and many renowned brands within a
short drive, like Woodford Reserve and Four Roses. After tours and tastings,
explore downtown's vibrant food scene offering exceptional farm-to-table and
Southern comfort dining with bourbon-inspired dishes. Finish your visit with a
drink at Bluegrass Tavern, renowned for its extensive bourbon selection.

BARDSTOWN, KENTUCKY

Bardstown proudly calls itself the “Bourbon Capital of the World” and is just
sixty minutes from Louisville, perfectly embodying Kentucky charm and history.
Distillery options include Heaven Hill, Maker’s Mark, Willett, and Bardstown
Bourbon Company—each providing engaging tours and bourbon tastings. Enjoy
interactive exhibits at Heaven Hill’s Bourbon Heritage Center or delve into
history at My Old Kentucky Home State Park. The park’s historic mansion
inspired Kentucky’s state song, and its summer outdoor production, "The
Stephen Foster Story," is delightful for all ages. Downtown Bardstown’s
picturesque main square offers antique shops and the historic Basilica of St.
Joseph Proto-Cathedral. Nearby, visit the Kentucky Railway Museum in New
Haven for nostalgic train rides through the countryside.

BEYOND THE CITY

MIDWAY & VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY

The charming towns of Midway and Versailles, just sixty minutes away, provide a
picturesque entry into Kentucky’s famed horse country. Midway, established as
Kentucky’s first railroad town, boasts quaint streets lined with charming cafés,
boutiques, and antique shops. A short drive brings you to Versailles, surrounded
by famous thoroughbred farms including Ashford Stud, Lane’s End, Three
Chimneys, and WinStar Farm. Take a scenic drive or book a guided tour for an
unforgettable close-up view of champion horses and stunning farms. Bourbon
enthusiasts will relish visits to the Woodford Reserve Distillery, nestled among
pastoral landscapes, or Castle & Key Distillery, notable for its historic
architecture and lovely gardens. Dining highlights range from gourmet Kentucky
cuisine to hearty sandwiches and baked goods.

VISIT THE

USA

For more trip inspiration and travel ideas throughout the USA, go to: https://traveltrade.visittheusa.com/



